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SUB J : VISIT OF INDIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 

1 . INDIAN FOREIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE S THREE-DAY VISIT TO 
NEPAL ENDED JULY 16 WITH A BLAND PUBLIC STATEMENT BUT LITTLE 

IN THE WAY OF SUBSTANTIVE IMPROVEMENTS IN INDO-NEPAL RELATIONS. 

DURING HIS STAY HE HAD TALKS WITH KING BIRENDRA, PRIME MINISTER 
GIRI, FOREIGN MINISTER ARYAL AND OTHER OFFICIALS. THE NEPALESE 
HAD HAD SOME HOPE FOR UTILIZING THE VISIT AS AN OCCASION FOR 
MAKING SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS ON A NEW TRADE AND TRANSIT TREATY, 

AS WELL AS FOR MAKING FRESH BEGINNINGS ON OTHER CHRONIC IRRITANTS 
WHICH HAD EXISTED DURING THE CONGRESS GOVERNMENT. INSTEAD. 

VAJPAYEE RESTRICTED TALKS TO A "GETTING-TO-KNOW YOU" LEVEL AND 
GENERALLY AVOIDED ANY COMMITMENTS OR NEW DEPARTURES. ONE OF THE 
FEW CONCRETE ACCOMPLISHMENTS SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN INDIAN CONCURRENCE 
IN PRINCIPLE TO NEPAL'S USE OF THE RADHIKAPUR CORRIDOR, ON A ONE- 
TIME BASIS AT LEAST, FOR THE SHIPMENT OF A CONSIGNMENT 
OF RICE TO BANGLADESH. 

2. FOREIGN SECRETARY BHATT TOLD US JULY 18, THAT, WHILE 
THERE HAD BEEN NO MAJOR CONCRETE ACHIEVEMENTS. THERE HAD 
BEEN A FEW POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS INCLUDING, IN ADDITION 
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TO THE USE OF RADHIKAPUR, INDIA'S AGREEMENT TO UNDERTAKE A 
GROUND SURVEY ON THE FEASIBILLTY OF THE PROPOSED DOLAGHAT- 
DHANKUTA ROAD. HE THOUGHT THAT THE ACTION OF BOTH 
THE NEPALESE AND INDIAN PRESS IN HIGHLIGHTING VAJPAYEE'S 
STATEMENT THAT HE HAD AN "OPEN MIND" ON NEPAL'S ZONE 
OF PEACE PROPOSAL WAS MISLEADING. PARTICULARLY AS VAJPAYEE 
HAD MADE THAT COMMENT IN THE CONTEXT OF INDIA'S INTEREST 
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IN SEEING ALL OF SOUTH ASIA AS AN "AREA OF PEACE", WHICH 
BHATT THOUGHT WAS BESIDES THE POINT, AS NEPAL'S ZONE 
OF PEACE PROPOSAL INVOLVED ONLY INDIA AND CHINA, AND 
NOT ALL OF SOUTH ASIA. BHATT SAID NEPAL HAD GIVEN THE 
INDIANS A LIST OF CHANGES IT WANTED IN A NEW TRADE AND 
TRANSIT AGREEMENT, AND IT REMAINED TO BE SEEN HOW THE 
INDIANS WOULD REACT TO THESE. HE ADDED THAT HE SAW NO 
POINT IN A NEW ROUND OF FORMAL TALKS UNTIL THE INDIAN 
REACTION WAS KNOWN. BHATT ALSO THOUGHT THAT VAJPAYEE 
COULD HAVE BEEN MORE FORTHCOMING IN RESPONSE TO 
NEPALESE COMPLAINTS ABOUT CRITICISMS OF NEPAL IN THE 
INDIA MEDIA, AND, WHILE WELCOMING VAJPAYEE'S AND 
PRIME MINISTER DESAI'S STATEMENTS ON NON-INTERFERENCE 
IN NEPAL’S INTERNAL AFFAIRS, WAS NOT CONFIDENT 
OVER THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT'S WILLINGNESS TO RESTRAIN 
THE SOCIALIST WING OF JANATA ON B.P. KOIRALA AFTER 
KOIRALA RETURNS FROM THE U.S. 

HECK 
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